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OPENING OF THE EXHIBITION, 
THURSDAY, MAY 1, 1851. 


ON 


A vast. assemblage of people was collected 
at the entrance to Hyde-park to greet the 
advance of the royal procession. The long 
stream of carriages which had been flowing 
uninterruptedly along the whole line of 
route from Long-acre and Regent’s-circus, 
towards the Exhibition, from as early an 
hour as half-past nine o’clock, was accom- 
panied by a large body of pedestrians, 
whose ranks swelled larger and larger as 
they approached Hyde-park Corner. There 
they were met by crowds of nearly equal 
magnitude thronging towards the great 
centre of attraction from Knightsbridge and 
St. James’s and every one seemed impressed 
with the belief that, of all other localities, 
that at the inside of the great gates of the 
park was the one best fitted to afford a 
good view of the royal cortege. 

At length eleven o'clock arrived, and 
anxious expectants gazed wistfully in the 
direction of Hyde-park Corner, with the 
fervent hope that her Majesty would soon 
be amongst them. In the meantime the 
tedious half-hour that must necessarily 
elapse before that hope could be realised 
was seasonably filled up by the arrival of 
numerous bodies of visitors.. Amongst 
some of the earliest arrivals were the Lord 
Mayor and Sheriffs, and members and 
officers of the corporation, Lord John 
Russell, Lord Stanley, the Chancellor of 
Exchequer, Sir George Grey, the Marquis 
of Clanricarde and the Earl of Carlisle. 
Some of those noblemen and gentlemen 
were accompanied by the ladies of their 





families. Amongst the later arrivals were 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge, 
the Turkish Minister, Prince Henry of the 
Netherlands, and the Bishop of Oxford. 
With these arrivals a party of the Yeomen 
of the Guard made their appearance, and 
took up the position assigned to them. 
They were followed by a guard of honour 
of the Grenadier Guards, with colours, 
bands, and drums, which formed in a line 
of double file in front of the entrance, 
The band of the 2nd Life Guards next took 
up their position, thus completing the mili- 
tary arrangements for her Majesty’s recep- 
tion. A covered way, carpeted and matted, 
ran.for..some yards along the side of the 
building for the accommodation of the 
visitors who found it necessary to leave 
their carriages at some distance from the 
entrance. 

At length the royal cortege was seen 
advancing, and as it moved rapidly onwards 
through the scene already described, with 
its glittering and gorgious trappings, and 
the glistening armour and helmets and 
nodding plumes of the attendants Life 
Guards, the tout ensemble was in every 
degree most perfect and impressive? 

Her Majesty was loudly cheered as she 
passed by the immense multitudes that lined 
the way; the cheers were taken up by those 
more remote, and again and again repeated 
by those still further removed, until they 
died away in the distance. 

The royal carriages arrived in the order 
in which they started, and drew up at the 
entrance to the Exhibition building. 

At twelve o’clock precisely her: Majesty 
descended from her carriage, and, accom= 
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panied by Prince Albert and the Prince of 
Wales and the Princess Royal, stood within 
the precincts of the Crystal Palace. As her 
Majesty passed into the building the wr a 
presented arms, the band played the 
National Anthem, a soldier stationed on the 
roof hoisted the standard of England on 
the flag-staff, and cheer after cheer burst 
forth from the multitudes around. 
Magnificent was the conception of thus 
gathering together the manufacturer, the 
man of science, the operative, the trader, 
and the consumer of those multifarious 
articles in which the art of man has been 
employed for man’s use or luxury; of in- 
viting the world to a great exhibition of the 
industry of all nations, in an edifice such as 
the world has never before beheld, where 
men from many climes might vie with each 
other in a noble rivalry that should test the 





talents, sharpen the faculties, and improve 
the taste of all. It was to be no struggle 
of arms, no waste of energy or wealth in a 
contest of mutual animosity and destruction, 
but a gathering up of all that is admirable 
and elegant, and costly and useful, into one 
huge show-room ; that should give a testi- 
mony at once to the wealth, the industry, 
the genius, and the taste of the modern 
civilised world. 





—- 
METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 





DRURY LANE, 


Recently we done ourselves the pleasure 
of going to Drury Lane. The Robbers was 
the first piece of the evening. It evinces a 
stalwart mind, although here and there we 
observed wildness and extravagance. It 
stirs the innermost soul, and vividly de- 
lineates the truth, that “‘the wicked are 
like the troubled sea.” It calls to us with 
a voice as loud as thunder to “avoid the 
appearance of evil,” and powerfully illus- 
trates the truth that “ the wages of sin is 
death.” It is full of imagination, and 
several scenes were giand and imposing. 
The robber Moor has a fine representative 
in Mr. Anderson. It is a wonderful charac- 
ter, and the principal one in the drama. 
We do not think 7’he Robbers will have a 
long run. Mr. Anderson’s part might be 
advantageously curtailed. In spite of his 
excellent acting it produced ennui in many, 


in consequence of its extraordinary length. 

Azael followed, and we were delighted 
with the classic eloquence and excellent 
acting of Mr. Vandenhoff. We were also 
pleased with Miss Villars as Jephele, her 
eiiunciation was very distinct, and her acting 
earnest. Mr. Craven does not enact Azael 
with enough energy. The prodigal was a 
wild courageous youth; strong in resolution 
and mighty in sorrow. Mr. Anderson was 
excellent in the part. Nevertheless we were 
highly delighted with Azael as a whole. Its 
fine choruses were excellently performed, 
its sweet story gave to our minds a vivid 
idea of Eastern life, and its appeals to our 
heart taught us lessons of virtue and 
goodness. We hope it may long continue 
to attract. 

HAYMARKET. 


A new comedy by D. Jerrold, entitled 
Retired from Business, was brought out at 
this theatre on Saturday last, it is, as usual, 
spiritedly written and full of wit; the 
characters are well drawn and the plot 
cleverly constructed, we shall give a 
lengthened notice, in our next, of the plot, 
&c. it was perfectly successful and will no 
doubt become a successful stock play, the 
whole of the dramatic persone were called 
before the curtain at the conclusion. 


BATTY’S NEW HIPPODROME: 


For many months this gentleman has 
been preparing, a suitable Arena, to give 
the same amusements as take place in 
Paris, this being completed, was opened to 
the public on Thursday last with great 
eclat. The building, but five minutes’ 
walk from the exhibition, is vast in extent, 
and arranged so as to ensure the comfort of 
visitors. Its size is equal to, if not greater 
than the Parisian Hippodrome, and it has 
been constructed upon the same plan. The 
company engaged by Mr. Batty is French, 
and has been lately performing at the Hip- 
podrome in Paris. Its members testify an 
extraordinary amount of skill, and the stud 
of horses embraces some of superior de- 
scription, The racing portion of the enter- 
tainment seemed to excite the most lively 
enthusiasm, and no inconsiderable business 
was transacted prior to each start. The 
first race was the Corso—that of horses 
without riders, the steeds being distinguished 
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led round by grooms, and were started in 
the orthodox manner by the “clerk of the 
course ;” as they swept round the Hippo- 
drome, the hurrahs and exclamations of 
excitement increased till they burst into 
tremendous applause as the horses reached 
the winning post, after which the bell rang 
and the winner received the ovations of the 
assembly. Next came the Chariot Races, 
with female competitors, and the same 
excitement prevailed as they prepared for 
the start ; the one was driven by a girl, and 
the other by one more matured. The most 
original portion of the entertainment was 
the ostrich race, the birds being ridden by 
children ; their wonderful speed and curious 
action were the theme for general surprise. 
The greatest talent was, however testified 
by Madlle. Clementine Soulier, in the 
Haute Ecole. This lady is very young, yet 
possesses the most perfect command over 
her horse, which is of a beautiful descrip- 
tion; her intrepidity can only be equalled 
by the grace with which she directs the 
actions of her steed. M. Frantz Deback 
performed a feat requiring wonderful courage 
and skill, entitled the “Globe Aerienne.” 
Two planes of great length, are inclined at 
an angle of about sixty degrees, meeting in 
a small surface at the surface.. The youth- 
ful performer ascended upon a ball the 
great height of the plain, about a foot and’ 
a half wide, and after reaching the top 
descended, amidst the shouts of the spec- 
tators. This daring feat was repeated 
backwards, and excited an increased enthu- 
siasm. Many other entertainments followed, 
and the whole terminated with a grand 
spectacle ofa tournament in all its pageantry. 
entitled The Field of the Cloth of Gold— 
the knights being accourted in armour, and 
entering the lists in the manner indicated 
in history. In all the arrangements of the 
Hippodrome the greatest liberality is testi- 
fied; and, if we may judge from the delight 
manifested by the assemblage on Thursday, 
a triumphant success awaits the undertaking. 
STANDARD. 

An old drama called The Secretary has 
been revived, but has not made a very great 
hit The gorgeous spectacle of The Sea 
Witch still passes off as well as ever. It is 


excellently arranged and the “ effects” are 


may be fairly described as being one of the 
Lions of London: it excites universal 
admiration. 

VAUXHALL GARDENS, 

This popular place of entertainment com- 
menced its season on Thursday last, with a 
Bal Masqué, the attendance being very 
numerous, as usual, every description of 
character, that can be conceived, formed 
the numerous company. The gardens have 
a brilliant appearance and the amusements 
first-rate ; as for the fire-works they were 
unexceptionable, and where loudly ap- 
plauded ; the refreshments.were very good 
and reasonable; the accommodation for 
dancing has been much improved. 


CREMORNE GARDENS, 

Mr. Simpson, the proprietor of these 
delightful gardens, has been most liberal 
in making many very essential attractions 
for the accommodation of the public for the 
present season. The appearance of the 
gardens has been greatly improved by 
numerous additions, and the effect ‘of the 
gas illuminations is most brilliant ; the new 
platform, lighted by tripods, seemed to 
afford much satisfaction, and the dancing 
was kept up till past eleven. The band has 
been increased, a new ballet. of action. was 
performed in the theatre, and was:su 
with much ability by the various members 
of the company. The Bosjesmans formed 
one of the greatest attractions. The suite 
of supper-rooms have undergone many 
alterations, and have been greatly improved 
during the recess. The display of fire- 
works is brilliant, and the fineness of the 
night aided in giving to them an additional 
effect. The balloon, as usual, created the 
most lively sensation to the crowded multi-: 
tude assembled on the oecasion, the whole 
entertainment appeared to give great 
delight and satisfaction. 

CIDER CELLAR, MAIDEN LANE, 

This Tavern has been long celebrated as 
an excellent house for an evening refresh- 
ment rooms; besides the advantages of the 
talent engaged to amuse the company as a 
musical entertainment. The talent in this 
respect is not equalled at any other establish - 
ment of this description in the metropolis. 
The glees are splendidly sung by Messrs. 
Baldwin, Moody, and several others, whose 
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comic singing, it is above all praise. Here 
we have J. Moody, excellent in the comic 
vein, and songs perfectly original; then 
comes the celebrated Ross with his great 
variety, and imitation of the London actors 
—a perfect original inhis line; and although 
last not least in our estimation, the inimi- 
table American Barlow, whose ability in not 
confined to comic songs only@put the serious 
as well, and who sings with ¥great taste and 
judgement Nigger songs of a superior class, 
and whose refined taste is justly appreciated. 
He is certainly the cleverest banjo player 
known; and his execution on the violin and 
other instruments are particularly admired. 
In short, this tavern now takes the lead of 
those in the west, who aim at amusement 
and conviviality. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 
N. S., StEPNEY.—We could not possibly insert 


the notice last week, our friend will find it in 
this week’s number- 


R. W. Evans, Ironprivce,—The Birmingham 
Theatre is very large, but not so large as the 
Edinburgh ; the Royal Liverpool is as large 
as the Birmingham. The Amphitheatre in 
Liverpool is not capable of holding so many 
as Her Majesty’s Italian Opera, London, 


F. Youne would be obliged if any of our readers 
can inform him if they ever heard or read a 
play called Yorkshire Tragedy, by Shakspere. 

A. D. D.—There is a play called The Poisoner ; 
it is printed in Duncombe Edition. We think 
the first title of this piece is La Dame de St. 
Tropez. It is written by James Barber, Esq 
and has recently been received with great 
success at the Theatre Royal, Sunderland. 


InquireR.—Mr, T. H. Lacy, of Wellington 
Street, Strand has perhaps the largest stock 
of the rarest plays of any bookseller in 
London. We think there is no doubt that 


Inquirer may obtain the book he is seeking 
for there. 


Puitie Drury.—We have not had time to read 
the Tale. 


P., BirmincguamM—Our publisher here having 
occasion to change his London agent has not 
been able to get the Journal regular, but has 
now made arrangements, and it can,be had as 


usual at Mr. Pratt’s Bookseller, 82, Digbeth, 
Birmingham. 


R. J. G, shall appear as soon as possible. 
E. W.—We propose giving some particulars in 


our next of poor Dowion, who died on the 
19th of last month, 
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IDEAL TRAGEDY. 


There is no acted dramatist living, with 
the exception of those two fine poets, 
Marston and Browning, who can be said to 
have written an ideal tragedy. Knowles is 
not ideal, and his empire is of the heart ; 
Bulwer is rhetorical and skilful as a drama- 
tist, but not as a poet; and there is hardly 
any other of the acted dramatic authors 
worth naming. Those who have read Philip 
of France and Strathmore and compared 
those tragedies with the rapid productions 
of the last century may understand the 
progress which the world has made in the 
true spirit of dramatic poetry since Rowe 
and Addison. Marston and Browning do 
something to raise tragedy into a spiritual 
and religious power, where the humanities 
are blended with far loftier suggestions than 
we can find in the literature of the past. 
Marston is the most religious of dramatic 
poets—not religious in a sectarian spirit, but 
in a large and universal sense. Browning, 
a less popular dramatist, but a poet of equal 
genius, is warmer than Marston in his 
passion ; yet such is the obscurity of his 
style that his real merit will hardly be con- 
ceded. It is a fault in ideal writers for the 
| stage that they are not clear and obvious 
enough ; and the consequence is that men 
of less merit often obtain the rewards which 
are witheld from poets like Browning. But 
may the time be not far distant when the 
stage will produce dramas capable of exalt- 
ing the soul, and the reign of French trans- 
lations be over. Until then there is no hope 
for the theatre, which has been for the most 
demoralising and vicious. R. B. 





SOHO THEATRE, 

An amateur performance was given here 
on Thursday last, by a party of gentlemen, 
whom we should judge, by the very indif- 
ferent manner in which the pieces were 
played, were novices, Love's Sacrifice ; or, 








the 
the 
Ay) 
stal 
ma 
get 
the 
par 
Vil 
to 1 


ma 
the 
rer 
for 
an 

go 
sis 
dis 
the 
ex 


- -— © 








THEATRIC 





the Rival Merchants, was the first piece of 
the evening. Mr. George Hill, as Matthew 
Aylmer, was respectable, and in some in- 
stances displayed talent; but the awkward 
manner in which he walked the stage, to- 
gether with a redundancy of action, marred 
the success of his acting. The best played 
part in the piece was the Lafont of Mr. 
Vincent, he looked and dressed the villian 
to the life. Mr. Edward Vernon, as Eugene 
de Lorine, was very indifferent. The other 
male parts were also so indifferent played 
that we think it better that they should 
remain unnoticed. We must not, however, 
forget the Friar of Mr. Raymond, which was 
an exception to the rest. He had a very 
good idea of the part, and dressed it con- 
sistently. Miss Jenny Marsh, as Margaret, 
displayed more than ordinary talent; and 
the scenes with Lafont and Aylmer, were 
excellently acted. We regretted to see her 
so miseraby supported. Miss Seymour, 
who played Herminie, we have not had an 
opportunity before of noticing her talent, 
and itis with much pleasure we now are 
enabled to do so, and to congratulate her on 
her successful delineation of this character. 
She looked very charming, and displayed 
talent of no ordinary class, Her forte is 
evidently comedy, and she has our best 
wishes for her success. The drama of 
Monsieur Jaques, in which Mr. Lewis 
evinced some talent as the Frenchman, 
together with a good pronunciation; and 
the sweet singing of Miss Clara Allen, in 
Mina, with the comedietta of Faint Heart 
never won Fair Lady, concluded the enter- 
tainment. 


AMATEURS AND ELOCUTION. 


Sono.—The last of the second series of 
amateur entertainments by the Western 
Dramatic Club, came off on Tuesday 
se’night. The programme consisted of the 
Honeymoon, An Alarming Position, and The 
Unfinished Gentleman, The comedy formed 
the principal portion of the attraction ; for 
though the farce of “An Alarming Position” 
was tolerably well played, the applause at 
the termination was mingled with hisses. 
Gallantry teaches us to begin with the ladies, 
and Miss Elphick’s Juliana deserves our 
unqualified praise; Miss Seymour’s Zamora, 
though pathetic, would have been more 
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effective if she had infused an additional 
amount of spirit. The young lady who was 
cast for Volante, bore the part too proudly 
in the early scenes, and in the comic parts 
was not sufficiently volatile. Mr. Edwards, 
as Duke Aranza, if he had omitted at times 
his tendency to sermonize, would have de- 
served an unqualified encomium. Rolando 
was a trifle too quick, which marred the 
effect of some of his best lines; neverthe- 
less, on the whole, he was as good as his 
companions. Montalban was played care- 
fully, and the Mock Duke funnily, though 
his movements were rather too set and 
designed. We cannot praise Balthazar. 
“The Unfinished Gentleman” terminated 
an entertainment that was in every respect 
above the ordinrry run of amateur perform- 
ances. The house was very full, and the 
audience highly respectable, we might almost 
say fashionable. 
GOUGH STREET. 


Our poet says “that Macbeth doth 
murder sleep, and that he, Macbeth, shall 
sleep no more.” Our amateurs here are 
determined in turn to be revenged en our 
immortal bard and murder him in return ; 
within the space of a week this play has 
been attempted three times, we think we 
had better call them rehearsals, by way of 
dealing mildly with the corps dramatique. 
Mr. C. Wilson, who attempted Macbeth, 
is a clever young man, and has ability in 
a certain line, which is genteel comedy, but 
his tragedy will never gain him friends. 
Miss Kate Percy has not sufficient. power 
for Lady Macbeth, nor is the play calcu- 
lated for an amateur performance, the 
other characters were very indifferently 
represented, 

COMMERCIAL HALL, CHELSEA ROAD, 

On the evening of the opening of the 
grand Exhibition, we found our way into 
the above Hall,—which is one of the most 
classical, as regards the structure, and 
beautiful in design, of any round the great 
metropolis. The entertainments were given 
for the benefit of Mr. John Herbert, late of 
the Marylebone theatre, and the celebrated 
American Barlow, of nigger notoriety, the 
concert proved a very talented one, the 
singing of the females being far above the 
ordinary stamp of such pleces of amusement. 
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Mr. J. Herbert gave many humourous 
stories, interspersed with comic songs. The 
American Barlow added greatly to the en- 
tertainments, both by his singing and play- 
ing upon different instruments. The whole 
went off with great eclat, to a most respect- 
able audience. 


BIRKBECK HALL, CITY ROAD. 


The Committee of management, or rather 
mis-management here on Friday night, en- 
tirely exhausted our patience, we were in 
attendance from seven o'clock till nine 
before the chair was taken. We felt a 
desire to give publicity to the efforts of the 
members of this Elocution Class, and we 
consider we are granting them a favour by 
so doing, but for the future we shall decline 
that favour if they are not more punctual 
in commencing operations. 

Mr. P. H. Hatch, who took the chair, 
prefaced the amusements of the evening by 
a few observations in a political strain, 
which might have told well before a more 
enlightened and older audience, but it was 
quite evident they were misapplied, and not 
appreciated by the female part of the 
auditory, and the younger branches, who 
know nothing of political matters. Mr. 
T. W. Cridland delivered an address, touch- 
ing on the Exhibition of 1851. If the 
speaker had been more perfect, he would 
have conferred a greater favour both upon 
the author and audience. It was full of 
point, and very well written. Mr. J. 
Harvie, we fear, will never attain much 
popularity as an elocutionist. J. Streeton 
gave the “Slave Ship” with good emphasis 
and feeling, and appeared to understand the 
subject of his author, and at the conclusion 
obtained well merited approbation. At this 
juncture it was some time before any other 
member made his appearance, and we left 
the audience in a state of impatience. 

CITY OF LONDON MECHANIC’S 
INSTITUTE. 

Mr. Henry Nelson gave a Dramatic En- 
tertainment at the above Institution on the 
23 inst., on which occasion he was assissted 
by members of the Dramatic Class, and the 
efforts of an amateur band, which enlivened 
the audience by playing some favourite 
dance music very creditably. The dramatic 
portion of the bill consisted of the trial 





scene from the Merchant of Venice, in 
which, Mr. Pringle as Shylock, and Mr. 
Nelson as Gratiano, deserve the highest 
enconium; especially the latter, gentle- 
man, whose every line was responded 
to by the hearty applause of a crowded 
audience ; the Portia was undertaken by 
Miss Retrard, at an hours notice, owing to 
the absence of Miss. Fiest, who was to have 
played it, she being engaged at Newmarket. 
After this Used up was played, it being 
adapted to the resources of the Institute, 
by Mr. H. Nelson, it was gone through 
quite as well as we have seen it at some of 
our London Theatres, and better than at 
many of our Provincials. The Sir Chas. 
Coldstream, of Mr. H. Nelson, was a first- 
rate piece of acting, he was equally happy 
in the exhausted aud spiritless Roue, as he 
was in the fatigued worn out Plough Boy, 
a contrast of Charles made more forcible 
by his versatility of genius; nor can we 
speak too highly of Miss Douglas, as Lady 
Clutterbuck, it was a piece of stirling 
comedy. The other characters deserve one 
general word of commendation with the 
exception of Mr. Hill’s Sir Aug. Leech,’ it 
savoured too much of rude bombast, he was 
more at home in a Morning Call, though we 
would advise him to study the manners of 
a gentleman of fashion, previous to his 
assumption. Miss Douglas in this, as in 
the former piece, played most sweetly. Nor 
can we pass over Mr. Pringle’s Ironbrace in 
used up; it was one of the best things of 
the night—a perfect character—a study from 
nature. A scene from the Hunchback passed 
off excellently, in which Miss Retrard (in 
the absence of Miss Feist). Mr. Hood and 
Mr. Adams are deserving of great praise, 
but for want of space we cannot enumerate 
their separate merits. The above enter- 
tainment is the first of .a series, we shall 
look out anxiously for the next. 


A word or two on Ed. Kean and Brooke. 


Sir,—Notwithstanding the fact that the 
talent of an actor is generally a matter of 


opinion, there must exist no ordinary amount . 


of zeal and intrinsic merit where permanent 
and established celebrity has been acquired. 


Who can deny the meteor-like genius of © 


Kean, born essentially an actor, ‘* Auctor 
nascitur mon fit,”” at one moment exciting 
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the noblest feelings of our nature, at another 
electrifying us by those tremendous butsts 
of impassioned grandeur, and sometimes 
appalling us by the fearful cataract of 
frenzied rage. With all his imperfections, 
we must yield him that first tribute of 
esteem due to exalted genius, by assigning 
him the foremost place in that particular 
line which so distinguished him. Com- 
parison is the great test—the world judges 
by it—and of all the eminent actors who 
have succeeded him, there is but onz who 
has approached him in that bold, masterly, 
and energetic style; I necessarily allude to 
Mr. G. V. Brooke, a gentleman who some 
three years since created a sensation by his 
magnificent impersonation of Othello, which 
was speedily followed by his more marvellous 
assumption of the character of Sir Giles 
Overreach, whose frenzied fall and death, 
as pourtrayed by him, has never been sur- 
passed; in both these characters he has 
distanced every competitor, and we may 
justly rank his Iago, Richard, and Shylock, 
second to none since Kean. But, however 
we may admire great genius, we cannot but 
regret its prostitution. Time and care may 
restore Mr. Brooke’s once magnificent voice, 
and with youth on his side, by unremitting 
and diligent study, he may one day secure 
a niche in that temple where the memories 
of the illustrious are immortal. 
“ SILVERPEN.” 





PROVINCIAL. 

MANCHESTER.—THEATRE ROYAL.—The new 
tragedy of Philip of France has been eminently 
successful; the house being well attended each 
night of its representation. Miss Fancit’s con- 
ception of the heroine is pourtrayed in beautiful 
and classic style, and is occasionally, at the 
termination of the tragedy, rewarded with a 
copious supply of polyanthuses, Mr, Swin- 
bourne grows strong in favour; and Beverley is 
as much out of his element in the varied walks 
of tragedy as a pig is in a drawing room, In one 
of the scenes, the other evening, where Philip 
endeavours to subvert the jesuitical intrigues of 
the Pope and his minions, there was a display of 
protestant feeling in the shape of applause that 
tairly made the house ring. Miss Faucits 
Juliet, on Monday evening was very successful, 
Desarius and his wonderful trained dogs and 
monkeys constituted the finale. 


Queen’s THEATRE.—The shutters are up, 
and will not be taken down till the 7th of 


appendages by them will be removed for they 
are offensive to the sight and improvement of 
he day. 


Mecttantcs’ InstituTion.—The far-famed 
M. Millan, the Ventriloquist, has been delight- 
ing the frequenters of this place with his 
matchless entertainments, 


Franconi.— The very superb mauner in 
which the equestrian performances ‘are dished 
up in this political arena (Free, Trade Hall) has 
the effect of drawing good houses, The glitter- 
ing apparel of men and beasts, and the etiquette 
of the “ring,” eclipses our English ‘cireus. 
The character of the riding is of the most dar- 
ing, at the same time unique character; and the 
facetie of the clowns is a good antidote for 
melancholy. ‘The grand spectacle of the 
“* Carousal”’ brings into requisition the varied 
abilities of the talented company, and created 
for them much applause, 


BirmMtncHAM—On Saturday last Mr.Fitzball’s 
interesting drama, entitled the Mumentous Ques- 
tion, was performed, Mr. Harcourt Bland as 
Shelly the Poacher, played with great ability, 
and received well merited applause; as did 
Messrs. Coleman, Tapping, and Atkins. The 
Rachel Rayland of Miss Edwards is deserving of 
much praise. The last performance of young 
Hengler went off triumphantly. The benefits 
are coming on very thickly and many novelties 
are in preparation. 


DerBy.—This theatre still continues to pro- 
gress very favourably. The management of Mr. 
T. E. Mills is spirited and well calculated to 
please, and the company well chosen’. and 
effective. 


SuNDERLAND.—The season has hitherto been 
prosperous and bids fair to terminate with some 
considerable eclut. The production of Barber’s 
highly effective and clever drama of The Poisoner 
or the Dame de Suint Tropes was quite a hit and 
drew some excellent houses, 


BLackBuRN.—Mr.J. Rogers having succeeded 
in engaging Hengler, the theatre has been well 
attended. Asa matter of curious consideration 
for those who feel desirous to embrace the 
dramatic art, we may remark that toact Hamlet 
and dance on the tight rope afterwards is a feat 
not quite so easily accomplished as some of our 
qmateur friends may suppose, 

IpswicH.—The theatre has been well attended. 
Among several actors meriting highly favourable 
notice we may mention Mr. G. Paunceford, who 
rises rapidly in public esteem. 





OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 


Miss P. Horton, the immensely popular 
performer of musical characters, is engaged ‘at 





June. We trust the cobwebs and antique 


Drury Lane. © Sie fias left the Hayinarket. 
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Crowded audiences are nightly ‘partaking. of 
punch, rum, whiskey, sugared almonds, bonbons, 
&c., at St. James’ ‘Theatre, 


Cooke’s equestrian exhibition at the National 
Fair,will be the most extensive ever introduced 
ata travelling circus, 


A new play and a new farce are in rehearsal 
at the Princess’, 


Lovell’s néw play will be produced at Drury 
Lane in the. course of a fortnight. 


pan 

éveral_ new eMgagements have been made by 
Mr. Conquest, for the Grecian Saloon, which are 
likely to attract considerable public attention. 
We hear that it is in contemplation to cease 
styling this popular place of amusement a 
“saloon,” and certainly it well merits a much 
more dignified mame. .,The house has been 
crowded each night singe, the opening 


The, Margate theatre, isto be opened shortly 
for a series of performances, , ‘The plays of our 
first, dramatists are to be efficiently represented. 
Mr. Henry Betty has been appointed director 
and stage manager. 


Mrs. ALEXANDER Gipps (FORMERLY Miss 
Grapbvon).—We are pleased to notice the re- 
turn to town of this accomplished lady after a 
highly successful tour in the provinces, The 
critiques in the principal papers are in the 
highest degree complimentary, and enthusiastic 
in her praise, We understand a gentleman, 
high in the literary world, is writing a Musical 
Entertainment for Miss Gibbs, which will be 
produced shortly. We have before expressed 
ont opinion ‘of’ this\ lady's talents as a vocalist 
and an actress, and shall be glad to improve 
the opportunity to hear again, and again, the 
most pleasing and best Ballad Singer. 


A new drama by Mr. Brough, the author of 
the. burlesque of Arline is about to be produced 
atthe Strand Theatre, 


Mr, Ranger, the noted personator of old men, 
is engaged at Drury Lane, and was announced 
to appear on Tuesday, as Sir Peter Teazle. 


The popular piece of The Secretary, by Mr. 
Webb, orriginally played at the Surrey, is re- 
vived at the Standard this weck. 

ILLUMINATION AT HER MAJEsTY’s THEATRE, 
—Tte front of her Majesty’s Theatre in the 
Haymarket was at night most brilliantly illumin- 
ated, in honour of the opening of the Great 
Exhibition, It consisted of a large imperial 
crown, with the jewels, &c., most beautifully 
displayed in coloured lamps. Beneath this were 
théor initials V. R. in fine white lamps, and 
rich gemmed with ruby coloured fruit, the 

whale designsbeing terminated, by, true lover's 
kno Sy blue lamps. »The .royal standard also 
floated from the top of the building. 





The Distiu Family made their appearance 
this. season at the Music-hall, Dublin, at Mr, 
Mackintosh’ s Concert, on last Monday evening. 
The performances of these talented instrumen- 
talists elicited nnbounded applause, ever 
piece played during the evening was" ica? 
Miss O'Connor's vocalisation was also-n 
admired by the numerous and fasfiiona 
audience assembled, . 

Mr, Strict, the celebrated Clown, ‘aida n 
Tuesday morning, at Five o'clock, after a sh t 
but painful illness, We have also to recor 
demise of Mr. Gardener, late of the city th 


AMERICAN THEATRICALS, 

Tue Broapway.—The Vision of the Sun Was 
been produced here with great splendour, 

Tue Nationat.—Harry Burnham, and All is 
not Gold that Glitters, i8 ereating quite a furore 
among the habitues of this place of amusement. 

Burron’s THEATRE.— Love in a Maze has hit 
the public taste most successfully, being ex- 
ceediugly well played. 

BrovucHam’s Lyceum.—Brougham has pro- 
duced a new operatic romance, (the music by 
Loder) in splendid style; the scenery is very 
fine. It has proved quite successful. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
CASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Holborn. 
This magnificent BALL ROOM, the. largest and 
the best ventilated in London, OPEN EVERY 
EVENING.—During the week, Mr. W. Mu 
Packei’s grand band will perform ‘* The Hum- 
ming Bird Waltzes,” ‘‘The Queen’ s Schot- 
tische,” ** The Loving,” “Angelina,” and “ War 
Polkas,’”’ and * Albany Galop.”” M.C.’s. Messrs, 
Giovanelli, Wood, and Taylor.—Open at half- 

past seven, close at twelve. Admission 1s, 








HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL: WISEMAN 
in full costume.—The Hall of Kings! | Magnifi- 
cent Decorations !— The rooms -haye . been 
enlarged, in honour of the Exhibition, to,double 
their original size, the most timid need not fear 
visiting the promenade with their fuimilies, 
being sure to find ample space and good’ ven- 
tilation. Open from eleven till ‘six, and*from 
seven till ten.—Admittance, Js; Napoleon 
room and ehamber of horrors, 6¢.—-MADAME 
TUSSAUD and SON’S, Bazaar, Baker-street, 








Portman-square. bo seceeh etd 
SUBSC RIPTI IONS. » OVER 
Three Months ........00sesseere One shilling. Pa. 

Six Months cccceceecssccecceece eee LE WOVSHilLy +s 
Twelve Months.......+.:.00 eee Four Shillings, mY 


Published every Thursday Afternoonat Four o'clock. “4 

the Proprietor, by 8. ¥. Collins; aS — be had 

of Vickers, ,Holywell-street ; ‘ane a" 

H. Beal, Shoe Lane; J, tic Warwick lane; cites. 

Blackfriars-road ; i. ‘Shoredi = 

Holywell Stree’ ‘and all ig ee ew. 

oy nchester, Heywood. 170, tes oo 
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